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On 08 February, 2023 Vice Chancellor Prof. Alok Kumar Rai, University of 

Lucknow on behalf of the University signed Memorandum Of Understanding (MoU) 

with Drugs for Neglected Diseases initiative (DNDi), a collaborative, international not-

for-profit drug research and development organization developing new treatments for 

neglected people, having its registered office at 15, Chemin Camille-Vidart, 1202, 

Geneva, Switzerland ("DNDi Geneva") through DNDi Drugs For Neglected Diseases 

Initiative India Foundation (“DNDi India”). 

The objective of this MoU will be the development of new drugs for the 

treatment of neglected tropical and viral diseases, which will eventually have a societal 

benefit. It also contributes to skill enhancement of the participating students.  

To accomplish these targets, DNDI will provide the chemical structure designs 

and certain starting materials and/or chemical intermediates to the University of 

Lucknow for the chemistry students. Also, the organization will test and provide results 

for compounds and analogue(s) provided by the University of Lucknow, against the 

infectious disease agent(s) of relevance.  

On behalf of DNDi, the MoU was signed by Dr Peter Sjo. During this occasion 

Prof. Poonam Tandon, Dean Academics, Prof. Anil Mishra, Head Department of 

Chemistry and Dr Kavita Singh, Director, South Asia, DNDi were present. 
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